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Gary Bell and Brad Pollock’s experience has
helped numerous people put their lives back

together again. Here are some of their awards:
DISCLAIMER      

  The information contained herein is for informational 
purposes only.  It is offered as a service to the public, and is not 
legal advice or a substitute for legal counsel.  This information 
does not constitute advertising or solicitation.  Advertising is 
not our intention.       
 The information contained in this booklet may or may 
not reflect the most current legal developments; accordingly, 
information in this booklet is not promised or guaranteed to 
be correct or complete, and should not be considered an 
indication of future results.  Bell & Pollock, P.C. expressly 
disclaims all liability in respect to actions taken or not taken 
based on any or all of the contents of this booklet.

 Because legal advice must be tailored to the specific 
circumstances of each case, nothing provided herein should 
be used as a substitute for advice of competent counsel.  The 
materials in this booklet do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of Bell & Pollock, P.C. or any of its attorneys, employees, or 
clients. 

 This booklet is not intended to create, and does not 
create, an attorney-client relationship between you and 
Bell & Pollock, P.C., and you should not act or rely on any 
information in this booklet.  Bell & Pollock, P.C.’s intention 
is to provide this information as a convenience to you.  Your 
use and reliance on this booklet is at your own risk.  It is not 
intended as professional counsel and should not be used as 
such.  You should contact your attorney to obtain advice with 
respect to any particular issue or problem.  This booklet is for 
general informational purposes only.                                                                                                                                        
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Four wheels move the body. Two wheels move the soul. 
 ~Author Unknown 

      It is not that difficult to understand the appeal of 
motorcycles.  If movies and television have taught us anything, 
it’s that motorcycles are cool. The rebel image, the freedom 
of accelerating down an open road, direct exposure to the 
elements setting off a heightened sense of awareness and 
intuitive joy that a dog must feel when he sticks his head out a 
moving car window. Those who don’t ride will probably never 
fully understand the power that comes with having nothing but 
only purring steel separating yourself from the pavement as 
you fly down the road with the confidence of knowing that
your bike will follow your every command.
 However, the same liberties that make riding great put 
those same motorcyclists at increased risk. Motorcyclists must 
share the road with cars, trucks, and semis; and unlike other 
vehicles, there is no steel cage separating motorcyclists from 
the hard ground. Furthermore, Colorado is not one of the 19 
states that require adult motorcyclists and their passengers 
to wear helmets--leaving those riders particularly vulnerable. 
Motorcyclists make up only about 3% of those on the road but 
constitute nearly 20% of traffic fatalities in Colorado. 
 Motorcycles are not as visible as cars due to their 
size, creating unintentional dangerous conditions leaving 
them vulnerable.Motorcycles cannot stop as quickly as 
automobiles do in an emergency. The Colorado Department 
of Transportation (“CDOT”) reported that 106 people died in 
motorcycle crashes traveling on Colorado roads in 2015--an 
all-time high.
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License Requirements: 

      Operating a motorcycle in Colorado requires a special “M” 
endorsement on your driver’s license from the Department of 
Motor Vehicles (“DMV”).  According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (“NHTSA”), 1 in 4 motorcycle 
riders killed on U.S. roads in 2013 did not have a valid 
motorcycle license.  In Colorado, you can gain a motorcycle 
endorsement in one of two ways:  

 1. By completing a Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
course and presenting the original Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation card to the DMV; or
 2. Passing the DMV’s motorcycle written exam and 
motorcycle skills test. 

 To get a special motorcycle endorsement, you must be 
at least 16 years old.  If you are under 18, you’re also required 
to have held a motorcycle instruction permit for at least 12 
months. While helmets are not required for adult motorcyclists 
over the age of 18, all motorcyclists and passengers must 
wear eye protection under state law.  

Being Safe:

 Motorcyclists are often associated with risky behavior.  
Whether it’s motorcycle clubs, like the Hells Angels that 
have alleged tendencies towards violence, or “super sport” 
motorcycles that can reach speeds of up to 190 mph – 
motorcyclists are thought to live dangerously. Of course, 
many of these stereotypes are prejudicial and do not apply 
to most responsible motorcyclists.  However, it is not difficult 
to imagine that people who are pre-dispositioned to engage 
in risky behaviors are also drawn to the adrenaline rush and 
freedom of the open road. Riding motorcycles can be an 
extremely dangerous activity and the utmost care must be 
taken every time you ride. Not wearing a helmet, speeding, 
or operating a motorcycle while intoxicated greatly increases 
your chances of death.
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According to NHTSA: 

 •   39% of motorcyclists killed nationally in 2014 were   
not wearing a helmet.      
 •  29% of motorcyclists killed had a blood alcohol con-
centration of over .08%—the legal limit for driving drunk.  In 
comparison, only 22% of passenger car and light truck drivers 
involved in fatal accidents were over the legal alcohol limit. 
 •   34% percent of all motorcyclists involved in fatal 
crashes were speeding, while the same was true for only 21% 
of passenger car drivers.

 Motorcycle helmets helped save 1,669 Coloradan lives 
in 2014.  It is estimated that helmets prevented fatal injuries 
for motorcyclists 34% of the time and 41% of the time for their 
passengers.

 While Colorado does not enforce a helmet require-
ment, it is strongly recommended that all motorcyclists wear 
one since head injuries account for most motorcycle fatalities.  
Helmet use can reduce the risk of brain injury by 67%.

 Helmets that meet the Department of Transportation 
(“DOT”) standards contain four basic components:

 1. an outer shell; 
 2. an impact-absorbing liner;
 3. comfort padding; and
 4. a retention system.

 The outer shell is designed to help prevent objects 
from coming in direct contact with the head.  The impact-
absorbing liner cushions the blow and helps spread the force 
of impact throughout the entire helmet.  The comfort padding 
and retention system, such as chinstraps, help maintain a 
secure fit. 
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 A helmet that meets the above federal safety test 
standard will contain a DOT sticker either on the inside or 
outside of the helmet.  There may also be a Snell Memorial 
Foundation sticker indicating that the helmet has undergone 
extensive safety testing relating to impact, positional stability, 
retention, shell and face shield penetration, and flame 
resistance.
 A full-face helmet provides the most protection.  It 
covers the entire head and face, with the face shield adding 
extra protection against outside elements such as rocks, 
bugs, and rain drops that can feel like needles on the open 
skin.Three-quarter helmets and half helmets do not offer full 
face and chin protection. 
 Helmets are not the only safety device useful in 
protecting a motorcyclist from the elements.The goal is to 
be comfortable, yet visible. Other recommended riding gears 
include: sturdy over-the-ankle boots, full-fingered gloves, 
abrasive and weather-resistant jackets, long pants, proper 
eye protection, hearing protection, and bright or reflective 
clothing. 

Why Insurance Companies Hate Motorcyclists:

 Insurance  companies  hate  motorcyclists.   Unfortunately, 
for motorcyclists, they’re not the only ones.  Public perception 
and juries, who are mainly composed of car drivers, are of the 
same mind when it comes to motorcycles and their riders.        
 As stated by CDOT, motorcyclists were at fault in 
over 6 out of 10 fatal motorcycle collisions in 2013.  Of those 
involved in fatal collisions, 19% did not have the required 
motorcycle endorsement on their licenses.  Another 14% had 
a blood alcohol content exceeding the legal limit.
 In 2014, NHTSA reported that motorcyclists were 27 
times more likely to die in a crash than in any other vehicle, 
and almost 5 times more likely to be injured.  NHTSA also 
reported that motorcyclists’ fatalities increased by 8.3% in 
2015 than the year before.
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 As if the statistics aren’t damaging enough, motorcycles 
are naturally more susceptible to road hazards than other 
vehicles.  An otherwise insignificant pothole to other drivers 
could cause a motorcycle to spin out of control and cause 
serious damage.  Without seatbelts, airbags, or enclosed steel 
boxes to provide additional bodily protection, motorcyclists 
are undeniably more vulnerable to injuries than other drivers 
on the road.
 With statistics showing that motorcyclists are more 
often than not the ones at fault in accidents, and also the ones 
to overwhelmingly sustain the most damage and injuries, it 
is easy to see why insurance companies hate dealing with 
motorcyclists, even as they concurrently insure them.  
 Insurance companies will often take advantage of the 
public’s negative perception of motorcyclists and easily use 
it to their benefit at trial.  Even though the motorcyclist was 
not at fault, juries can be sidetracked from the main liability 
issue to subconsciously place blame on the motorcyclist by 
reproaching them for simply riding a dangerous motorcycle in 
the first place.  Since there is a greater chance to win at trial 
for motorcycle accidents, insurance companies take the risk 
of low-balling or not making settlement offers at all.  Thus, it is 
important to always consult and hire experienced attorneys, 
such as the ones at Bell & Pollock, P.C., when you have been 
involved in a motorcycle accident.

The Differences Between Automobile and Motorcycle
 Insurance Policies: 

 Automobile and motorcycle insurance policies are 
entirely separate and one should not presume that his/her 
automobile insurance coverage will cover him/her if he/she is 
injured while riding a motorcycle.
 The cost of motorcycle insurance varies widely 
depending on many different variables, making it difficult 
to pinpoint how much costs to expect when signing up for 
motorcycle insurance.   
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For some, it could be as little as $200 a year for motorcycle 
insurance.  Others can expect to pay over $3000 a year.  The 
key factors tend to rest on the age of the insured, type of 
motorcycle, and past driving record.
 Regular automobile insurance policies usually do not 
carry over to motorcycles. Automobile insurance companies 
in Colorado are legally permitted to exclude coverage for 
motorcycle usage. It is safer to assume that only motorcycle 
insurance policies will cover you if you are injured while 
riding a motorcycle. Make sure to carefully read over your 
own insurance policy. Don’t presume anything, and don’t rely 
solely on the information given to you here to presume to know 
what your own insurance policy says.If further explanation 
is needed, correspond (preferably in writing) with several 
insurance representatives who specialize in motorcycle 
insurance in your state. 
 What are essential provisions in automobile insurance 
policies become luxury add-ons when carried over to 
motorcycle insurance policies.  For example, Med-Pay.  
While Colorado requires all automobile insurance policies to 
guarantee a minimum of $5000 of Med-Pay for their insured 
motorists, the same does not apply to motorcycle insurance 
policies.  C.R.S. § 10-4-635(4).  Motorcycle insurance 
applicants who are interested must independently request 
Med-Pay as an added option- and be sure to get it in writing.
 Umbrella policies can offer added liability protection 
beyond the monetary limits of another insurance policy.  
Umbrella policies often cover over the basic liability coverages 
of an automobile or homeowners’ insurance policy.  Umbrella 
policies can cover other insurance policies as well when 
specifically requested and specifically endorsed or written. 
If you are one of the lucky few who does own a personal 
umbrella policy, do not safely assume that it will automatically 
cover injuries arising from a motorcycle accident.  As hinted at 
above, insurance companies (and state laws) do not always 
treat regular passenger car vehicles and motorcycles the 
same.
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Insurance:
 Despite the differences, there are many similarities 
between automobile and motorcycle insurance policies.  Just 
like other motorists, motorcyclists are required to maintain 
minimum liability insurance.  The minimum limits in Colorado 
are:
 - $15,000 in property damage coverage
 - $25,000 in bodily injury coverage per person
 - with a total coverage of $50,000 for all people injured 
   per incident.
 These are merely the minimum liability coverage limits 
obligated by law.  It is recommended that you purchase 
insurance with higher limits if you can afford it since you could 
be held personally liable for damage that you cause over the 
limits of your insurance coverage. There are other reasons as 
well. 
 In addition to the mandatory liability insurance 
requirements, there are two other types of insurance 
coverage of which you should be aware, especially if you ride 
a motorcycle:
 1. Uninsured/ Underinsured Motorist Coverage: 
Uninsured and Underinsured Motorist Coverage is exactly 
what it sounds like and is often abbreviated as “UM” or “UIM” 
coverage on insurance policies.  UM/UIM insurance will protect 
you if you are injured in a motorcycle accident and the at-fault 
driver does not have insurance or does not have adequate 
insurance to pay for your injuries.  Motorcycle injuries can 
be quite severe and hospital stays are expensive.  Even if 
the other driver has insurance, you could be stuck paying the 
difference after the at-fault party’s insurance limits have been 
used up or if he or she flees the scene in a hit-and-run.  UM/
UIM insurance will protect you in these situations. Only up to 
the limits that you buy, however.
 2. Medical Payments Coverage: Medical Payments 
Coverage or “Med-Pay” is optional coverage through your 
insurance that will pay for your medical bills if you’re injured 
in a motorcycle accident, regardless of whether you are at 
fault.     
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You can find the amount of your Med-Pay on the “dec page” 
of your insurance policy and, if desired, purchase a higher 
amount of Med-Pay by corresponding with your insurance 
agent. Make sure it applies to your motorcycle- and you. 

So What Does a Motorcycle Lawsuit Even Look Like?

 Motorcycle accidents usually end up in litigation 
because there is either a dispute over who is at fault, a 
disagreement on the seriousness of the injuries, or a question 
over whether the motorcycle crash truly caused the injuries. 
There are three basic elements to a personal injury lawsuit 
and, in order to win your case, you must prove all three:
 1. Liability (someone else is at fault);
 2. Causation (the at-fault person’s actions caused the 
     injuries); and
 3. Damages (determination of the monetary value of 
the damages and losses, including injuries, economic losses, 
and emotional pain and suffering). 
 Insurance companies are businesses and the goal 
of most businesses is to make money. Therefore, they will 
attempt to find ways to limit how much money they have to 
pay. Not just once in a while, but always! 
 Insurance companies and attorneys who defend 
against personal injury actions will first argue that their 
insured client was not at fault, or, if they can no longer deny 
that, then they will argue that you were not injured or your 
injuries were caused by something other than the actions of 
their insured client. 
 Witnesses play an important role in helping to 
determine who is at fault and the extent of your injuries.  
Witnesses may include any person who was at the scene of 
the accident and saw what happened. Witnesses may also 
include friends and/or family members who have personal 
knowledge of how your injuries have affected your daily 
activities and enjoyment of life. The defense may have 
witnesses of its own to call into question the defendant’s 
liability and the extent of your injuries. 
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 Physical and emotional injuries are not the only 
consequences of accidents. There are also other aspects to 
injuries. Being injured also involves missing time from work to 
attend doctor appointments and taking time to heal.  You may 
not have enough paid leave from your job, which will force you 
to lose income.  Loss of income may cause you to get behind 
on bills.  Besides paying for the usual living expenses such as 
food and housing, you will also be faced with hefty medical 
expenses. 
 Attorneys who defend against personal injury actions 
will also assert “affirmative defenses” during litigation to try to 
limit the responsibility of the person who injured you.  Two of 
the most common affirmative defenses are (1) Comparative 
Negligence and (2) Assumption of Risk.  These affirmative 
defenses are used to limit the defendant’s liability and limit the 
insurance company’s financial obligation to you. So they don’t 
have to pay you money. Simple as that.
  
(1) Comparative Negligence 
 In Colorado, if you are found to be partially at-fault 
or “comparatively negligent” for the accident, you may be 
completely barred from recovering for your injuries and 
damages if a court or jury determines that your contributory 
negligence was 50% or greater. If a court or jury determines 
that you were partially negligent, but contributed less than 
50% of the fault, then your damages could be reduced in 
proportion to your fault. 

An example of a situation where Comparative Negligence 
might come into play: 

 A motorcyclist is traveling at night above the posted 
speed limit and does not have his headlights on.  At the same 
time, a delivery driver illegally parks his car in the middle of 
the street while he goes in to make a quick delivery.  The 
motorcyclist fails to see the delivery car in time and crashes 
into the illegally-parked vehicle. 

 14 

The delivery driver is negligent for parking his car in the middle 
of the road, but the motorcyclist is also at fault for traveling 
above the speed limit and not having his headlights on. 
 The jury would have to apportion the fault between the 
delivery driver and the motorcyclist.  If the jury finds that the 
motorcyclist is equally at fault or more at fault than the delivery 
driver, then the motorcyclist cannot recover for any of his 
damages.  The motorcyclist can only recover if the jury finds 
that the delivery driver was more at fault than the motorcyclist.  
For example, if the jury finds the delivery driver to be 70% at 
fault for the accident, then the motorcyclist can recover for 
70% of the amount awarded. There are many complicated 
variations and nuances to this. Consult an attorney.
 In Colorado, under the law of Comparative Negligence, 
evidence of a motorcyclist’s failure to wear a protective 
helmet is inadmissible to show either negligence or a failure 
to mitigate damages.  Dare v. Sobule, 674 P.2d 960 (Colo. 
1984).  However, as stated before, it is always a good idea to 
wear a helmet while riding. 

(2) Assumption of Risk 
 Assumption of Risk is another affirmative defense that 
a defendant could use against a plaintiff for knowingly and 
voluntarily assuming a risk of harm, despite a defendant’s 
actions.  If the plaintiff has knowingly and voluntarily assumed 
such a risk, he or she cannot recover any damages resulting 
from the defendant’s conduct, even if the defendant was 
negligent or reckless. 

An example of a situation where Assumption of Risk may 
come into play:

 A motorcyclist goes off-roading to ride on a dirt track.  
The motorcyclist is aware that the track contains difficult 
jumps and obstacles but still goes on the track to test his 
skills.  The motorcyclist is injured going over a ramp.  The 
motorcyclist may encounter trouble suing the owner of the 
dirt track because the motorcyclist knowingly and voluntarily 
assumed the risk of going over the ramp.



  15

         Experienced attorneys have ways to fight against a 
defendant’s use of affirmative defenses.  Make sure you are 
well prepared to take on a defendant’s use of clever ruses 
by first consulting with an experienced attorney, such as the 
ones at Bell & Pollock, P.C.
   
Accident Reconstruction:

 Sometimes it is not always clear what caused an 
accident. Sometimes there are two or more stories on how 
the accident happened. Sometimes they contradict each 
other. Sometimes there are variations in the accounts of 
the accident.  An expert may be necessary to reconstruct 
an accident.  Accident reconstruction is a scientific way of 
investigating and deducing how and why an accident occurred.  
Accident reconstruction experts can determine contributing 
causal factors, such as approximate vehicle speeds, visibility, 
collision severity, violations, and other driver behaviors.
 While the basis of motorcycle accident reconstruction 
is relatively similar to that of other accident reconstruction 
techniques, several factors cause difficulties to accident 
reconstructionist experts who specialize in motorcycle 
accidents.  For one, there is a wealth of crash data available 
for general automobiles.  By comparison, there is significantly 
less information available for the crash testing of motorcycles.   

    In addition, motorcycles and their riders inherently react 
differently than passenger car drivers when approaching 
an accident.  There are many added factors that make a 
motorcycle accident reconstruction more complex, such as 
whether the motorcyclist separated from the motorcycle at 
some point during the accident, whether any brakes locked 
up, or whether the motorcyclist applied the front brake alone, 
the rear brake alone, or a combination of both. 
 Because the probability is great for a jury to mainly 
be composed of non-motorcyclists, hiring an experienced 
accident reconstructionist expert who specializes in motorcycle 
accidents may become essential to your case. 
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 A motorcycle accident reconstructionist expert can help 
explain to a jury in layperson terms the complex dynamics of 
how a motorcyclist interacts with his motorcycle and how the 
motorcycle responds to its rider.

Ten Ways to Wreck Your Own Motorcycle Accident Case:

 1. Not retaining sufficient insurance.  Even though 
insurance companies will fight to the bitter end to not pay you 
what you are owed, you still need to be insured to even reach 
that fight.  Colorado requires motorcycle insurance, but the 
state’s minimum insurance coverages fail to provide enough 
coverage in the case of a bad accident.  While higher levels 
of coverage indeed cost more, the premium payments are 
relatively comparable.  It is recommended to pay as much for 
insurance as you can afford. 
  2. Not having worn any protective gear.  Even though 
Colorado law does not require helmet usage for motorcyclists 
(and prohibits such evidence be used at trial), that does not 
mean that insurance companies will not use this as a tactic to 
assert blame on you for your injuries.  It is advisable to wear 
as much protective gear as possible when you’re riding, such 
as helmets, gloves, jackets, boots, etc., even for the mere 
sake of your own physical safety.  If still not convinced, read 
the following statistic issued by NHTSA: “In States without 
universal helmet laws [e.g., Colorado], 58% of motorcyclists 
killed in 2015 were not wearing helmets, as compared to 8% 
in States with universal helmet laws.”  
 3. Not retrieving a copy of your accident report 
early on. In most motorcycle accidents involving a motorcycle 
and a vehicle, the motorcyclist is usually the one most injured.  
While the motorcyclist is being taken to the emergency room, 
the police officer is taking statements from everyone else—the 
other driver and witnesses.  Make sure to obtain copies of the 
accident report and witness statements as soon as possible 
to review for accuracy and impartiality. Errors in police reports 
can happen.  If you observe any errors, contact the reporting 
police officer sooner rather than later to address the issues. 
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 4. Not taking pictures at the accident scene.  Cases 
are won or lost on facts.  Without any evidence to back up 
those facts, however, even an experienced lawyer will face 
difficulty.  Take as many photos as you can, more than what 
you may think is a sufficient amount.
 5. Not writing down witnesses’ information from 
the accident scene.  Even in minor accidents, take down the 
names and phone numbers of any witnesses present.  You 
can worry about collecting their statements later.  A single 
third-party witness’ statement could be your one solution to 
successfully counter an insurance company’s allegations of 
Comparative Negligence against you.
 6. Not seeking medical attention immediately after 
the accident when you are injured.  If you don’t go to the 
hospital or doctor immediately after the accident, it is much 
more difficult to later claim that you were, in fact, injured.  
The after-aches and pains of an accident are often not fully 
borne until days later, when the shock and adrenaline have 
finally worn off.  Even if you don’t think that the pain is serious 
enough, it is better to have a medical professional make that 
determination for you. 
 7. Not following up with your doctor.  If you don’t 
follow up with your doctor, insurance companies will consider 
this a “gap in treatment” and will further consider your “gap 
in treatment” to mean that you are either fully healed or that 
your later medical appointments no longer correlate with your 
initially-claimed injury.  Although missing a single appointment 
will not make or break your case, missing several could do 
serious damage.
  8. Not informing your own insurance company 
about the accident.  Most insurance companies ask their 
insureds to notify them of an accident promptly and within a 
reasonable time.  Failure to notify at all could mean that you 
failed in your contractual obligations under your insurance 
policy and that your insurance company may deny your claim 
altogether.
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 9. Not consulting with an attorney before giving 
a recorded statement to the other side.  Many insurance 
policies obligate their insureds to cooperate and provide 
statements to the insurance companies after filing a claim.  No 
matter how harmless the questions or your answers may first 
appear to be, insurance companies will somehow try to twist 
and use your own words against you.  Recorded statements 
are difficult to refute down the road, so make sure to consult 
with an attorney before giving any recorded statement.
 10. Not consulting with an attorney at all when you 
need help.  Insurance companies are notorious for low-balling 
settlement offers or not paying at all.  This is true even more 
so for motorcycle accidents.  Make sure to consult with an 
experienced attorney, such as the attorneys at Bell & Pollock, 
P.C., to safeguard all your rights to recovery.

Ten Myths About Motorcycle Accidents: 

 1. It’ll never happen to me.   That’s what everyone 
thinks until it does.  Always prepare for the worst and hope for 
the best. 
 2. It’s more dangerous for motorcyclists to drive on 
the highway.   Although accidents on high-speed highways 
may be deadlier, the chances of a motorcyclist getting into 
an accident on the highway as opposed to roads and streets 
is minuscule.  In 2007, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) reported that 91% of accidents 
involving a motorcycle and another vehicle occurred on non-
interstate roadways. 
 3. Even if the car in front of me can’t see me, it will hear 
me coming because of my loud pipes.   Although the logic 
seems sound, most exhaust pipes face the rear.  Thus, no 
matter how loud your pipes are, cars in front of you often won’t 
hear you coming, especially when driving at high speeds.  Do 
not rely solely on loud pipes to be seen.  Besides, studies have 
shown that loud pipes tend to encourage driver aggression.
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 9. The insurance company’s first settlement offer is fair 
and reasonable. Insurance companies know that juries favor 
passenger car drivers over motorcyclists and will use that bias 
as leverage to offer low settlement offers.  Additionally, many 
people often believe they have no option to negotiate and 
will simply accept the first settlement offer.  While first offers 
sometimes may appear to cover all your medical expenses, 
they don’t even come close to covering all your other costs 
(e.g., property damage, lost wages, pain and suffering, physical 
injuries, loss of consortium, mental anguish, economic losses, 
etc.). 
 10.  I don’t need an attorney; I can handle the insurance 
company on my own. Insurance companies have a bunch of 
tricks and manipulative ploys up their sleeve to use against 
motorcyclists, starting from the initial claim process and all 
the way up to the jury trial. Make sure you are well prepared 
to take on an insurance company by first consulting with an 
experienced attorney, such as the ones at Bell & Pollock, P.C.

Conclusions and Tips:  
• Before you ride, make sure you have the appropriate level 
of insurance coverage.  Liability insurance is mandatory in 
Colorado.  Since motorcyclists are at more risk for serious 
injury, motorcyclists should also make sure to add Med-Pay 
coverage and UM/UIM insurance at the highest limits they can 
afford.  Always check and verify you have all the insurance 
coverages available. 
• Make sure to complete all your training and possess a valid 
motorcycle endorsement from the DMV before you start riding.  
• The Motorcycle Safety Foundation offers additional training 
courses to help you refine your riding skills.  
• Always wear a helmet and proper eyewear when riding.  
Never ride with exposed arms or legs.  Helmets have been 
proven to reduce serious injuries and death in motorcycle 
crashes.  Just because it’s not illegal doesn’t mean it’s a good 
idea not to wear one.  
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 4. Police speed radars can’t detect motorcycles. 
Today’s police speed radars are extremely high-tech and 
accurate. Just because motorcycles are smaller than other 
motor vehicles does not mean motorcycles are essentially 
“invisible” to police speed radars. 
 5. My auto insurance policy will cover me when I ride 
a motorcycle. Most auto insurance policies do not cover their 
insureds when they ride motorcycles, unless there is specific 
language in the policy granting such (which is rare) or the 
insured specifically paid for such added coverage.  Make 
sure you are adequately insured under a separate motorcycle 
insurance before you ride. Always get it in writing. 
 6. My motorcycle insurance policy’s Med-Pay will cover 
all my medical bills. In Colorado, insurance companies must 
offer at least $5000 of Med-Pay for their insured motorists.  This 
same mandate, however, does not carry over to motorcycle 
insurance policies. Motorcyclists must specifically request 
Med-Pay as an added coverage.  Even if a motorcyclist opted 
in on the Med-Pay option, $5000 is not nearly enough to 
cover even the emergency room visit for a specially horrific 
motorcycle accident.  
 7. If my Med-Pay doesn’t cover everything, my health 
insurance policy will cover the rest.    Essentially, your separate 
health insurance policy could cover the rest of your medical 
bills.  However, if you ever receive a settlement offer later 
on, your health insurance company could also have a right to 
subrogation into your settlement proceeds under your health 
insurance policy.  As in, your health insurance company could 
legally demand payback of all the medical bills it originally 
paid for you. 
  8. Motorcyclists are always at fault.   Although CDOT 
reported that motorcyclists were at fault in over 6 out of 10 fatal 
motorcycle collisions in 2013, one study from the University of 
Southern California counter-reported that cars were at fault 
two-thirds of the time. Regardless of what the statistics say, 
each motorcycle accident is different and should be treated in 
accordance with its own particular facts.
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• Stay within your skill limits as a rider and NEVER drink 
alcohol or use drugs before riding.
• Follow all traffic control devices and obey the posted speed 
limit.  Splitting lanes is illegal in Colorado.  Stay within your 
lane. 
• Be aware of your surroundings and other vehicles on the 
road.  Be visible to other drivers.  Motorcyclists are especially 
vulnerable.  If possible, ride with another motorcyclist. 
 If you’ve been injured in a motorcycle accident, contact 
an experienced personal injury attorney at Bell & Pollock, P.C. 
to formulate your Legal Game Plan™.

Legal Game Plan™:  
 You’ve got to understand, and I’m sure you do by now, 
that every Insurance Company has a “strategy” and “Game 
Plan” against you, to beat you!  The “strategy” and “Game Plan” 
of theirs is to beat you, defeat your claim, minimize your claim 
for injuries, damages and losses, and minimize the payout 
that they make to you for all your legitimate compensatory 
damages. 
 Insurance Companies have “strategies” and “Game 
Plans” involving the way the accident happens (liability), 
the damages, injuries, and losses (damages) claimed in 
the accident and everything in between. We cover this very 
thoroughly in our book entitled “Legal Game Plan.” You can 
get a copy of this book FREE by going to our website, www.
championsofthepeople.com, and downloading an e-copy of 
the book. You can also get a hard copy if you call our office 
and request that we send one to you.
 Why do you need a Legal Game Plan? It’s as simple as 
this: Compare it to a recipe or instructions for a new product. 
Would you bake a brand-new dish without a recipe, without 
instructions? Would you put together a stereo system without 
instructions? Would you put together a complicated product 
without instructions? We have known some people in the past
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who have “guessed” at recipes, “guessed” at instructions with 
regard to products, computers, iPads, phones, etc. 
 Usually when you “guess,” you get exactly what you put 
into it. Usually when you “guess” on part of the recipe or on 
part of the instructions, you still get exactly what you put into 
it. You know what that means.
 It’s no different with an accident. It’s no different with 
motorcycles. It is, frankly, no different with trucks, bicycles, or 
any other type of vehicle. As soon as you realize the Insurance 
Company has the scripts on what they are going to ask you, 
has its own Game Plan and scripts on what forms to ask you 
to sign, has scripts on what they are going to ask you in a
“recorded statement,” and the like, the sooner you start to 
realize that you need your own Legal Game Plan ™.
 Gary Bell and Brad Pollock have put their 30 years plus, 
each, of experience in helping injured people put their lives 
back together again into this Legal Game Plan™. This Legal 
Game Plan™ is so important that it is the manifestly-one-
strategy, one-plan that you need to give yourself the chance 
you need to be successful in your personal injury case.
 Feel free to get a copy of our book, put it to use, and see 
how having a “Legal Game Plan” will help you enhance your 
claim and help you beat the Insurance Company.



Find the Bell & Pollock Legal Game Plan™ book at 
www.championsofthepeople.com  

Also find other books by Bell & Pollock, P.C. at the same 
location:            
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Gary Bell Jr.

 Practicing as an injury attorney in Denver since his admission to the 
Bar of the State of Colorado in 1975. His emphasis of representation not 
only includes personal injury, but also car accidents, products liability, 
truck accidents, workers compensation, motorcycle accidents and law. 
A native of New Mexico, Mr. Bell has lived in Colorado since 1974. He 
served approximately five years in the United States military during the 
Vietnam War era and was honorably discharged as a Captain in the 
United States Air Force. Attorney Bell has taught the law portion of the 
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) review course for accountants studying 
to pass the legal portion of the CPA Examination. As a Denver injury and 
auto accident attorney, he has taught litigation to paralegals at Arapahoe 
Community College. Mr. Bell has served on the Board of Directors of 
the Colorado Trial Lawyers Association. He has won multi-million-dollar 
cases, improving the lives of his clients.

Education
Oklahoma City University School of Law, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 1974, 
Juris Doctor
• Honors: With High Distinction
• Honors: 2nd in his class
University of Oklahoma, 1972, Master in Business Administration
University of New Mexico, 1967, Bachelor in Business Administration

Bar admissions
• Colorado, 1975
• U.S. District Court
• U.S. Court of Claims
• 10th Circuit Appellate Court
• U.S. Supreme Court

Awards
• The American Society of Legal Advocates 
 Top 100 Litigation Lawyer in the State of Colorado for the Year 2013 
 Top 100 Litigation Lawyer in the State of Colorado for the Year 2014
• The National Trial Lawyers 
 Top 100 Trial Lawyers for the Year 2014
• Graduate of National Institute for Trial Advocacy
• Member of Colorado Trial Lawyers Association
• Member of Association of Plaintiff Interstate Trucking Lawyers of
  America
• Member of American Association for Justice
• Previous Member of Board of Directors of the Colorado Trial Lawyers
  Association


